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Question: Starting 
in February, the 
Transportation Se-

curity Administration says 
it will let airline passengers 
who don’t have acceptable 
ID pay $45 to use a “mod-
ernized alternative identity 
verification system” to con-
firm their identity so they 
can get on the plane. The 
TSA says the verification 

process will differ from air-
port to airport. What will it 
be like at the Honolulu 
airport?

Answer: The federal 
agency hasn’t yet spelled 
out the exact process for 
the new program, called 
TSA ConfirmID, at any air-
port, and a spokesperson 
for Hawaii’s Department of 
Transportation said the 
DOT awaits more informa-
tion from the TSA about 
how TSA ConfirmID will be 
implemented at Hawaii air-
ports with TSA operations. 
However, it’s clear from a 
TSA notice in the Federal 
Register that this will be a 
technology- enabled alter-
native that uses a passen-
ger’s biographic and/or 
biometric data to verify 
identity.

In general, biographic in-
formation includes details 
such as name, date of 
birth, address, contact 
information and Social 
Security number, while bio-
metrics can include facial-
recognition scanning,
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Passengers
lacking ID
to pay $45
in screening

A woman and her ex- 
boyfriend are pleading guilty 
to lying about being victims 
of the Aug. 8, 2023 West 
Maui wildfires and the Janu-
ary Los Angeles fires — 
stealing more than $110,000 
from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.

Chelsea Johnson, 32, origi-
nally from Tampa, Fla., was 
originally charged along with 
Daylyn Harris, 34, with one 
count of conspiracy to com-
mit wire fraud and three 
counts of disaster fraud from 
Sept. 6, 2023, through Jan. 
23. They were indicted July 
17 on one count of conspir-
acy to commit wire fraud 
and six counts of wire fraud.

Johnson pleaded guilty 
Monday and Harris is sched-
uled to plead guilty in the 
case on Friday.

Harris also made claims 
for medical reimbursements 
from injuries he said he suf-
fered in the Lahaina fire, 
which killed 102 people and 
destroyed thousands of 
homes.

According to a plea agree-
ment with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, Johnson 
pleaded guilty in exchange 
for federal prosecutors drop-
ping the six counts of wire 
fraud. She will be sentenced 
March 30. Assistant U.S. At-
torney Michael F. Albanese is 
prosecuting the case.

Harris is charged with 
lying about “lost income, 
lost property, lost housing, 
medical expenses, and other 
losses as a result of the Maui 
wildfires federal disaster, 
when in fact, the defendant 
did not reside at the dam-
aged address and did not 
suffer the stated losses,” 
according to an affidavit

authored by a special agent 
with the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security’s Office 
of the Inspector General.

The owner of the prop-
erty in Lahaina was not 
Johnson or Harris, accord-
ing to Maui County records.

The actual owners later 
made FEMA claims them-
selves for the same property 
and denied renting it to Har-
ris, Johnson or anyone else.

On Sept. 6, 2023, Harris 
submitted an application for 
federal disaster assistance 
alleging that his rented pri-
mary residence in Lahaina 
had been damaged.

Harris listed Johnson as 
the landlord and gave an 
address for Johnson from 
Tampa.

On Sept. 8, 2023, a FEMA 
inspector contacted John-
son by telephone to confirm 
that she was Harris’ land-
lord. Johnson panicked 

during the call and hung up.
The same day, Harris al-

legedly provided a pay stub 
dated Aug. 4, 2023, allegedly 
from a restaurant in Lahaina 
that was destroyed in the 
fires, in support of a claim 
for lost income. A FEMA in-
vestigator contacted the 
owner who indicated Harris 
had never worked for the 
company.

On Oct. 3, 2023, Harris 
submitted a request to FEMA 
for medical assistance claim-
ing he did not have medical 
insurance. He sent in a phy-
sician statement letter dated 
Sept. 28, 2023, purporting to 
be from a major hospital sys-
tem in Hawaii listing provid-
ers “Micah Johnson, M.D.” 
and “David Sudderth, M.D.” 
on the letterhead.

The letter alleged that 
Harris sustained injuries re-
lated to the Lahaina fires 
and had medical bills total-
ing $55,760.

On Oct. 6, 2023, a FEMA 
employee called the Hawaii 
hospital system Harris 
named and learned that 

H awaiian Air-
lines and 
Alaska Airlines 
expect to be-

gin running some of their 
planes partly on biofuel 
produced in Hawaii early 
next year.

The sister airlines 
owned by Alaska Air 
Group also plan to invest 
in a joint venture between 
several companies in-
cluding fuel refinery oper-
ator Par Hawaii trying to 
establish Camelina sativa, 
also known as false flax, 
as a major crop in the 
state for producing 

sustainable aviation fuel 
and feed for cattle and 
chickens.

Hawaiian and Alaska, 
which are publicly an-
nouncing the plans today, 
say the related ventures 
will expand their use of 
sustainable aviation fuel 
that reduces greenhouse 
gas emissions and helps 
the state meet a goal to 
have 100% of energy gen-
eration from renewable 
sources by 2045.

“As Hawaii’s airline, we 
have a responsibility to 
reduce our environmen-
tal impact while continu-
ing to provide essential 
air service that connects 
our communities and 

strengthens our econ-
omy,” Alanna James, sus-
tainability innovation 
director at Hawaiian and 
Alaska, said in a state-
ment. “Our company has 
a long-term strategy to 
reach net zero carbon 
emissions, and sus-
tainable aviation fuel 
is essential for us to 
get there.”

Hawaiian began 
working with Par 
Hawaii in 2022 to 
study the commer-
cial viability of lo-
cally produced 
sustainable aviation 
fuel, or SAF. That work 

By Andrew Gomes
agomes@staradvertiser.com

Hawaiian and Alaska airlines will use locally made 
biofuel, a shift that would help the state meet its 
goal of 100% renewable energy by 2045
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2 pleading guilty to fraud
for false claims in wildfires
By Peter Boylan
pboylan@staradvertiser.com
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Camelina crop trials were con-
ducted by Pono Pacifi c on 

four islands in partnership 
with Aloun Farms, Maui’s 

Mahi Pono, and Meadow Gold 
Dairy. At the top, a second 

planting of Camelina; above, 
harvested seeds; left, Camelina 

fl owers; below, ripe Camelina 
plants.

COURTESY HAWAIIAN AND ALASKA AIRLINES 

Homegrown biofuel 
readies for takeoff
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became integrated with 
Alaska when Alaska Air 
Group completed its $1.9 bil-
lion acquisition of Hawaiian 
in September 2024.

Meanwhile, Par Hawaii, a 
subsidiary of Houston-based 
Par Pacific Holdings Inc., has 
been working over the past 
few years to convert part of 
its Kapolei fuel refinery to 
produce a variety of renew-
able fuels to be used for 
electricity generation as well 
as for air, ground and marine 
transportation.

Par Hawaii initially in-
vested $90 million to de-
velop the facility, and in 
October sold a 36.5% stake 
in the project to a joint ven-
ture between two Japanese 
companies, Mitsubishi  
Corp. and ENEOS Corp., for 
$100 million.

The project will be the 
largest renewable fuels man-
ufacturing facility in the 
state, with a capacity to pro-
duce about 61 million gal-
lons of fuel annually ideally 
from locally grown oil- 
producing crops but also 
from imported plant and 
waste oils.

Par Hawaii’s renewable 
fuel production plant is de-
signed to make up to 60% 
SAF, and is expected to be-
gin operations and deliver 
its first fuel to Hawaiian and 
Alaska sometime between 
January and March.

However, almost all off 
the fuel produced at the fa-
cility initially will be renew-
able diesel that Par Hawaii 
plans to sell on the West 
Coast of the mainland.

Still, Par Hawaii President 
Eric Wright said in a state-
ment that the company 
didn’t think progress to pro-
duce SAF would be as quick 
after the 2022 study began 
with Hawaiian.

“With renewable fuel  
production coming online in 
early 2026, it’s exciting to 
see the results of our team’s 
hard work,” he said. “These 
fuels will have up to 80% 
lower carbon emissions 
compared to conventional 
fuels. This would not have 
been possible without a 
shared vision for our islands 
and our great teamwork.”

When renewable fuel pro-
duction begins early next 
year, the feedstock will be 
from canola oil along with 
used cooking oil and ren-
dered animal fat imported 
from Canada, according to 
Par Hawaii.

Hawaiian and Alaska, the 
latter of which set an ambi-
tious goal in 2021 to achieve 
net-zero carbon emissions 
by 2040, already use some 
SAF, but not any produced 
in Hawaii.

SAF is a “drop-in” fuel, 
meaning it works with exist-
ing airplane engines and fuel 
infrastructure. Current use, 
however, is limited to a max-
imum 50% blend with con-
ventional jet fuel made from 

petroleum, and 100% SAF 
use may be several years 
away.

To make SAF in Hawaii  
using local feedstock, Hono-
lulu-based natural resources 
conservation firm Pono  
Pacific is leading work to es-
tablish Camelina as a major 
crop from which oil can be 
extracted for Par Hawaii’s 
renewable fuel production 
facility.

Pono Pacific in 2023 col-
laborated with the Hawai‘i 
Agriculture Research Center 
to test 50 non-GMO Came-
lina varieties to see what 
would grow best in different 
conditions around the state.

According to the an-
nouncement by Hawaiian 
and Alaska, Camelina crop 
trials were conducted by 
Pono Pacific on four islands 
in partnership with Aloun 
Farms, Maui crop producer 
Mahi Pono and Meadow 
Gold Dairy. Pono Pacific also 
has worked with Hawaii cat-
tle and livestock operators 
to explore the use of Came-
lina seedcake after oil ex-
traction as animal feed.

Early next year, Pono  
Pacific plans to accelerate 
its work on Camelina, which 
the company said can reach 
maturity in eight to nine 
weeks, is pest-resistant and 
can be grown in rotation 
with food crops.

“Camelina represents  
a rare opportunity for Ha-
waii to build a true circular- 
economy model around  
renewable fuels,” Chris  
Bennett, Pono Pacific vice 
president of sustainable en-
ergy solutions, said in a 
statement.

“We will explore food 
crops that can be grown 
alongside Camelina to in-
crease food security as well,” 
Bennett added. “It’s a win for 
our economy, a win for local 
agriculture, and a win for the 
environment — an example 
of how Hawaii can lead the 
way in innovative, home-
grown climate solutions.”

Regardless of whether 
Pono Pacific’s expectations 
for Camelina are realized, 
Hawaiian and Alaska are 
slated to become the first 
customers of locally  

produced SAF under their  
arrangement with Par  
Hawaii.

How much SAF the two 
airlines have committed to 
use is not being disclosed. 
James described the initial 
amount as “relatively small.” 
She also noted that SAF is 
two to three times more ex-
pensive than regular jet fuel, 
and that the supply is  
limited.

The two airlines consume 
more than 200 million gal-
lons of jet fuel in Hawaii an-
nually, with transpacific 
flights representing the vast 
majority of that use.

James said there will 
need to be strong collabora-
tion across airlines, fuel and 
feedstock producers, inves-
tors, government and oth-
ers along with supportive 
policies that include state 
incentives to grow the SAF 
industry and reach decar-
bonization goals.

The Hawaii Department of 
Transportation in October 
finalized a plan to largely 
eliminate greenhouse gas 
emissions from ground, air 

and ocean transportation 
vehicles in the state by 2045, 
and acknowledges that 
achieving the goal will result 
in higher costs for indus-
tries and consumers.

HDOT’s plan includes a 
priority to establish state 
tax credits to incentivize the 
import, production and use 
of SAF for long-haul and in-
terisland flights.

The report notes that 
other states have credits 
ranging from 75 cents to 
$1.50 per gallon.

“For SAF to be deployed in 
Hawaii at the scale needed 
to achieve significant strides 
towards decarbonization, 
similar policies are essen-
tial,” the report states.

HDOT’s goal is to reach 
50% SAF use by 2035, fol-
lowed by 75% in 2040 and 
100% by 2045.

Ed Sniffen, HDOT director, 
said in a statement that the 
agency applauds Hawaiian 
and Alaska airlines, Par  
Hawaii and Pono Pacific for 
achieving what he described 
as an “important step to es-
tablish a locally based, low-
er-emissions supply chain 
for aviation fuel that sup-
ports our state’s clean en-
ergy goals.”

fingerprints and iris scans. 
The TSA already uses  
facial scans at some  
airports, although passen-
gers can opt out. Read 
more about the TSA’s use 
of biometrics at 808ne.
ws/4s04RlZ.

TSA ConfirmID will be 
for passengers who don’t 
have a federally compliant 
ID, such as a U.S. passport 
or a REAL ID (gold-star) 
Hawaii driver’s license or 
state ID, which since May 7 
has been required of 
adults to board U.S. com-
mercial aircraft. The vast 
majority of passengers 
have an acceptable form of 
ID, but the few who don’t 
can take up staff time at 
busy airport security 
checkpoints, as they must 
undergo additional screen-
ing, for which they have 
not been charged — that’s 
changing in February,  
according to the TSA.

“All travelers without an 
acceptable ID, including 
those who present a non-
REAL ID-compliant state 
driver’s license or ID, will 
be referred to the optional 
TSA ConfirmID process for 
identity verification upon 
TSA check-in and prior to 
entering the security line. 
This process will differ air-
port to airport, and TSA is 
working with private in-
dustry to proactively offer 
online payment options 
prior to arrival at the air-
port,” according to a TSA 
news release issued Dec. 1, 
which said the process will 
be for passengers lacking 
acceptable ID who “still 
want to fly.”

The TSA website (tsa.
gov/tsaconfirm-id) says 
that once ConfirmID 
launches, a passenger lack-
ing an acceptable ID will go 
to the TSA website to ac-
cess ConfirmID, follow in-
structions to verify their 
identity and pay the fee, 
which will be good for a 10-
day travel period. “The 
identification process 
takes an average of 10-15 
minutes; however, it could 

take 30 minutes or more,” 
the website says.

The agency continues to 
urge all eligible passengers 
to obtain a federally com-
pliant ID, which is more 
cost effective than the 
ConfirmID process. A U.S. 
passport, for example, is 
good for 10 years, while a 
Hawaii driver’s license or 
state ID is good for eight 
years, for adults ages  
25 through 71 at the time 
they apply.

Q: Regarding the SNAP 
restriction that takes effect 
Aug. 1, what will count as 
soft drinks?

A: As of that date, SNAP 
beneficiaries will be un-
able to use their EBT cards 
to buy soft drinks, which 
are defined in Hawaii’s 
waiver with the federal 
government as “any nonal-
coholic beverage that is 
made with carbonated wa-
ter and is sweetened with 
more than 10 grams of 
sugar per serving. ‘Soft 
drinks’ do not include a 
beverage that contains 
milk, milk products, soy, 
rice, or other milk substi-
tutes, or that is greater 
than 50% vegetable or fruit 
juice by volume.”

SNAP, formerly known as 
food stamps, stands for 
Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program. 
Taxpayer -funded benefits 
are loaded monthly onto 
participants’ Electronic 
Benefit Transfer (EBT) 
cards, which they use as 
debit cards to buy grocer-
ies.

Mahalo
A big Mahalo to the 

Board of Water Supply 
workers who take good 
care of the Carlos Long 
Street station in Palolo. 
The grass, kukui nut trees 
and the sidewalks are al-
ways trimmed so nicely. 
Thanks for the great job. 
— Gratefully, Carlos Long 
resident
———
Write to Kokua Line at 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser, 
500 Ala Moana Blvd.,  
Suite 2-200, Honolulu, HI 
96813; call 808-529-4773;  
or email kokualine@www.beretaniaflorist.com

Beautiful Sympathy
Flowers For The
Perfect Tribute

Hawaii’s Trusted Family
Florist Since 1937

Free Honolulu Delivery
Code: STAR1225
Exp. 12/31/25

1293 S. Beretania St.
808-591-2288
Online Catalog:

BeretaniaFlorist.com

BACKYARD ESTATE PLANNING
ROWEN N. YOUNG
ESTATE PLANNING ATTY.
L.L.M. IN TAXATION

Saturday, 3pm on:

Replay Saturday at 5am

Call 808-944-1554
FREE Estate ReviewNEWS RADIO 830

Founded in 1844, Oahu Cemetery is
Hawaii’s oldest public cemetery

Glass Front
Niches

starting at
$3,950

MELVYN SUNAO
NISHITA

Mel, of Mililani, passed away
peacefully on October 3, 2025.
He was born on May 31, 1947
and is survived by sister, Paulette
(John) Ball; brother, Don (Cheryl);
wife, Amy; sons, Davyn (Cheral)
and Dan (Christy); granddaughter,
Katelyn; grandsons, Alexander
and Jonathan.

He retired from the Cutter
Automotive group after more
than 40 years and missed going
into the dealerships everyday
since. He was fortunate to have
the support and friendship of so
many friends from work, neighbors,
judo families and schooll.

We wish to express our
gratitude for all the care and
special attention he received
from his doctors, medical staff
at the hospitals, the Villas, care
home, EMS and Mililani Fire
Department over the years.

He will be missed and always
remembered. Private family services
held and inurnment will be at
Mililani Mortuary.

Beverly Ann Anakalea
76, of Kamuela, died in Honolulu
on December 6, 2025. She was
born in Paia, Maui.

Ken Fujii
65, of Kihei, died in Maui, Hawai’i
on June 2, 2025. He was born in
Honolulu. Norman’s Mortuary.

MaryNell Javier
95, of Kapolei, HI, died in
Honolulu, HI on December 1,
2025. She was born in Paia,
Maui, HI. Private services held.

Masanobu Koge
95, of Mililani, died in
Waipahu on November 15,

2025. He was born in Hilo, Hawaii.
Private services were held.

Yoriko Smith 
92, of Ewa Beach, died in Ewa
Beach on November 26, 2025.
She was born in Niigata, Japan.
Private service held.

Hung Shiu Young 
99, of Honolulu, died in Honolulu
on November 10, 2025. She was born
in China. Private services held
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“there was no record of Har-
ris receiving treatment on 
the dates he reported.”

The agent found a record 
of Harris’ arrest in Tampa 
for domestic violence. In the 
police report, the victim, 
Johnson, told Tampa police 
she and Harris lived to-
gether in Florida during the 
same time that Harris 

claimed to live in Lahaina.
On Sept. 21, 2023, Harris 

got $5,462 in rental assis-
tance. On Oct. 2, 2023,  
Harris got $13,625 for lost 
personal property and 16 
days later on Oct. 18, 2023, 
Harris got $27,374 in “other 
needs assistance” accord-
ing to federal court  
records.

A disaster declaration for 
the California wildfires was 
issued on Jan. 8. The fires 
killed 30 people and burned 
37,000 acres, leveling  

thousands of structures and 
homes.

On Jan. 11, 2025, Johnson 
made a claim to FEMA for 
damaged dwelling assis-
tance, alleging her property 
in Pacific Palisades, Calif., 
was damaged.

On May 15 the DHS agent 
interviewed the owner of the 
Pacific Palisades property 
Johnson claimed to own and 
was told that no one else 
lived there, and that “he did 
not recognize the names of 
Harris or Johnson.”

In the application, John-
son claimed that as a result 
of the fire she paid for a 
29-night stay at a hotel in 
Los Angeles and submitted 
a printed booking confirma-
tion page from an online 
travel website. A DHS agent 

confirmed with the hotel 
that the reservation had 
been canceled because the 
credit card used to make it 
was declined.

Johnson also is accused 
of falsely claiming that she 
was employed at a pet 
grooming business in Santa 
Monica, Calif., and that she 
lost $3,768 worth of pet 
grooming tools in the fire.

On Jan. 23, Johnson got 
$770 for critical needs assis-
tance. On Jan. 26, she got 
$9,404 for personal property 
and on Jan. 24 she got 
$3,822 for displacement  
assistance.

According to bank rec-
ords, within a short period 
Johnson transferred over 
70% of these funds to an  
account in Harris’ name.

FRAUD
Continued from A9

COURTESY HAWAIIAN AIRLINES AND ALASKA AIRLINES

Hawaiian Airlines began working with Par Hawaii in 2022 to study the commercial viability of locally produced 
sustainable aviation fuel. Some members of the Par Hawaii team gathered at the company’s refinery, above.

———

On Sept. 21, 2023, Daylyn Harris got $5,462 in rental 
assistance. On Oct. 2, 2023, Harris got $13,625 for lost 
personal property and 16 days later on Oct. 18, 2023, 
Harris got $27,374 in “other needs assistance” 
according to federal court records.

———

Our company has a 
long-term strategy to 
reach net zero 
carbon emissions, 
and sustainable 
aviation fuel is 
essential for us to 
get there.” 

Alanna James 
Sustainability innovation 
director at Hawaiian and 
Alaska airlines  

——— 


